
 

 

Legislative Alert    

Friends of the Council on Aging,  
 

I wish to call your attention to a matter of great importance that is currently before the Tennessee State 

Legislature.  Medicaid expansion is an important topic for many Tennessee seniors. The National Council 

on Aging notes that Medicaid is a "lifeline" for poor older adults, providing coverage for more than 6 

million seniors in 2015, paying for more than 60% of all long-term care, paying Medicare premiums and 

co-pays for low-income seniors and helping states provide health insurance coverage to low income 

adults aged 55-64 who are not yet eligible for Medicare.  

There are only a couple of weeks left in this current legislative session.  Below is some information to help 

guide you as you deliberate action on this important matter. 

 Healthcare insurance is an issue that profoundly affects people of all ages races and personal 

circumstances.  Without coverage people delay care and health status worsens. 

 According to the Congressional Budget Office, 28 million Americans are without health 

insurance, predominantly in the 19 states that have not expanded Medicaid. The Tennessee 

Justice Center estimates that 280,000 individuals in Tennessee are without health care insurance. 

 Many of the uninsured individuals are in the ”coverage gap" between Medicaid (less than the 

federal poverty level) and 138% of the federal poverty level which gives him eligibility 

to purchase subsidized health insurance on the healthcare exchange. Medicaid expansion is 

required to extend affordable health care coverage to these individuals. 

 The cost of Medicaid expansion is 90% born by the federal government. Some 31 states, 

including some very conservative ones, have found it beneficial for their citizens. Currently 

Missouri, Kansas, and North Carolina are considering Medicaid expansion. 

 According to the Tennessee Justice Center, lack of TennCare expansion has grave 

consequences to Tennessee seniors. 

 Eight rural hospitals have closed in Tennessee and more are near closing. Older Tennesseans 

have greater difficulty traveling to adjacent counties for care. 

 While many older Tennesseans have Medicare Part A (Hospital benefits), they must pay 

premiums for Part B (outpatient and home health care) and Part D (medication coverage), or 

alternatively part C (Medicare advantage plans). Poor elderly depend on Tenncare for these 

benefits (Medi-Medi). 

 Medi-Medi patients are some of the sickest patients, utilizing three times the resources of other 

TennCare patients. Their care is poorly coordinated.  In addition to helping lower income seniors 

pay their premiums, Medicaid expansion will contribute to better follow up, improved 

community-based services, and disease management for older and economically 

disadvantaged individuals.  

The Tennessee Legislature is currently in session. Bipartisan bills are circulating to address TennCare 

expansion. Speaker of the House, Beth Harwell, has the power to bring the bills out of committee, 

to reconcile them, and to move forward with a plan to close the coverage gap.   

On behalf of COA's Legislative/Advocacy Committee, I encourage you to contact speaker Beth 

Harwell at 615-741-0709 and ask her to take the lead on healthcare and move for expansion of 

Medicaid (TennCare).  

   

Thanks for your consideration, 

tel:(615)%20741-0709


James S Powers M.D. 

Legislative Chair, COA of Middle TN 
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