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Katie:  On April 24, 2007, exactly one month and one day before 

her high school graduation, Katie finished band rehearsal and 

climbed into her car to drive the 20 miles home.  On her way 

home that day, she collided with a high cycle, a piece of farm 

equipment, pulling out onto the highway.  The machinery 

attached to the rear of the tractor crashed through her windshield 

and hit her face.  The collision crushed all of the bones in her 

face, fractured her skull, and injured her carotid arteries. She was 

airlifted to Erlanger Medical Center where she spent 15 days in 

the SICU and a total of 24 days in the hospital. Fortunately, she 

was released from the hospital in time to attend her high school 

graduation. As the class Salutatorian, she presented her 

Salutatorian address to her fellow classmates with her mouth 

wired shut, a feeding tube hanging from her stomach, her trachea 

still unhealed, her eye practically swollen shut, and her face 

swollen and bruised, but nevertheless, she presented it! The 

following August, Katie began her freshman year at Vanderbilt 

University and has since graduated with honors and currently 

attends Vanderbilt University School of Medicine. Katie plans to 

pursue either trauma or reconstructive craniofacial plastic surgery 

as a profession.  As a Peer Visitor with the Trauma Survivors 

Network, Katie hopes to use her past experience to offer 

reassurance to future patients and their families and guide them 

through the frightening and emotional events that surround a 

trauma.  
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