December 2014

Lola B. Chambless, M.D. 
née Lola Y. Blackwell
(615) 498-1079
Lola.Chambless@Vanderbilt.edu
Current Employment

Assistant Professor 


Associate Residency Program Director

Department of Neurological Surgery                      Telephone: (615) 322-6638


Vanderbilt University Medical Center                                   

T-4224 Medical Center North


1161 21st Avenue, South


Nashville, Tennessee  37232-2380

Post Doctoral Education
Advanced Clinical Training
Fellowship in Minimally Invasive Neurosurgical Oncology
2012


Director: Charles Teo, MBBS


Centre for Minimally Invasive Neurosurgery

Prince of Wales Private Hospital


Randwick, NSW Australia


Fellowship in Neurosurgical Oncology
2008 - 2010

Director: Reid C. Thompson, M.D.


Department of Neurological Surgery


Vanderbilt University Medical Center


Nashville, Tennessee

Clinical Training
Residency in Neurological Surgery
2006 - 2012

Department of Neurological Surgery


Vanderbilt University Medical Center


Nashville, Tennessee


Internship in General Surgery
2005 - 2006

Department of General Surgery


Vanderbilt University Medical Center


Nashville, Tennessee

Education
Graduate
M.D., Vanderbilt University School of Medicine
2001 - 2005

Nashville, Tennessee

Undergraduate
B.S., Stanford University
1997 - 2001

Conferred with honors

Biological Sciences with minor in International Relations

Stanford, California
Board Certification

American Board of Neurological Surgery written exam
2009



United States Medical Licensing Examination,
2006

Step Three


United States Medical Licensing Examination,
2005

Step Two



United States Medical Licensing Examination,
2003

Step One

Honors and Awards

Named to Nashville Business Journal’s “40 under 40” list
2012


Recognizing  young leaders in the Nashville community 

Finalist, Association of Women Surgeons resident
2011


research contest


Awarded by the American College of Surgeons

Best Resident Presentation
2011


Tennessee Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting


Outstanding Clinical Teacher
2011


Given by the 3rd year medical students to selected 


faculty and/or housestaff

Socioeconomic Fellow
2010-2011


Council of State Neurosurgical Societies


Outstanding Alumnae, USPC 
2011


Canby Robinson Scholar
2001 – 2005


Full four-year merit scholarship


Vanderbilt University School of Medicine


David Freely Award
2005


Honoring leadership and scholarship in a medical student


Vanderbilt University School of Medicine


American Medical Women  Association Award
2005

Honoring an outstanding female medical student

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine


Alpha Omega Alpha Society 
2004 -

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

United States National Champion,
2003


Three – Day Eventing (Equestrian)


United States National Amateur Champion,
2003


Three- Day Eventing (Equestrian)


Honors in Biological Science
2001

Stanford University


United States Presidential Scholarship
1997


National Merit Scholarship
1997


Representative of the United States Equestrian Team,
1995 - 2003


Participated in numerous international championships
Professional Associations

Council of State Neurosurgical Societies (CSNS)
2010 - 


American Association of Neurological Surgeons 
2005 - 

(AANS)


Congress of Neurological Surgeons (CNS)
2005 –



American Board of Neurological Surgeons (ABNS)
2005 –

Tennessee Neurosurgical Society (TNS)
2005 –




Tennessee Medical Association (TMA)
2001 –

Educational Grants
       Fellow Travel Grant – Congress of State Neurosurgical Societies, for use at the CNS
                2010 - 2011

                and AANS annual meetings       

       Resident Training Grant – American Association of Cancer Research, for use at the AACR    2009

                workshop in microbiology for clinical oncologists
       Resident Training Grant – Aesculap, Inc, for use at the industry-funded training course 
          2007
                in endoscopic intracranial neurosurgery.
Leadership Positions in Organized Neurosurgery

       President  – Tennessee Neurosurgical Society
2014-15
       CNS Caucus Delegate – Council of State Neurosurgical Societies
2013 – 

       Fellow – Council of State Neurosurgical Societies
2010-2011
Medical Education Experience
       Associate Residency Program Director – Vanderbilt University Department of Neurosurgery
2014 -
       Member – Promotion’s Committee - Vanderbilt University School of Medicine    
2014 -   

       Chairman – Core Curriculum Committee – Vanderbilt University Residency Program in
2013 - 

                             Neurosurgery
       Director – Neurosurgery clerkship and sub-internship – Vanderbilt University School of
2013 - 

                          Medicine

       Assistant Residency Program Director – Vanderbilt University Department of Neurosurgery  2012 - 2014      

       Member – Vanderbilt University Housestaff Advisory Committee
2011 - 2012
       Instructor – Neuroanatomy – Vanderbilt University School of Medicine                                     2009 – 2012
Mentoring Experience
       GAINS Mentor – Selected as a mentor for the Girls Advancing in STEM Community run by a consortium 

       of elite college preparatory schools (2013)       
       Arash Nayeri, BS, Vanderbilt University medical student (2013 – present): Trends in Misrepresentation of    

       Publications Amongst Neurosurgery Residency Applicants
       Rebecca Kasl, BS, Vanderbilt University medical student (2012 – present): Cost and Value in the 

       Multidisciplinary Management of Pituitary Tumors
       Akshitkumar Mistry, MD,Vanderbilt University resident in neurosurgery (2012 - present): Elucidation of 

       Sub-Populations of Tumor Cells in Glioblastoma by Novel Expression Patterns in Surface Signaling Markers
        Heather Kistka, MD, Vanderbilt University resident in neurosurgery (2012 – present): Clinical outcomes 

        in Glioma and Meningioma
        Lucy He, MD, Vanderbilt University resident in neurosurgery (2011 – present): Radiographic Features

        Of Atypical Meningiomas

        Laila Hassam-Malani, MD, Vanderbilt University medical student (2008 – 2012): Prognostic

        Implications of Diabetes and Obesity in Patients with High-Grade Glioma (Emphasis project)

        Walter Jermakowicz, MD, PhD, Vanderbilt University MSTP student (2010 – 2012):  Preoperative
        Steroid Use in High Grade Glioma: Practice Patterns and Relationship to Prognosis

        Daniel Brill, Vanderbilt University undergraduate student (2010 – present): Indicators of  

        Early Recurrence in Atypical Meningioma (Neuroscience Honors project)

        Aimee Cutrer, Vanderbilt University undergraduate student (2010 - 2011): Clinical Outcomes

        in Glioma
Clinical Trial Experience

Co-investigator - Progesterone for Traumatic Brain Injury: Experimental Clinical Treatment

2011 – 2013

(ProTECT III)
Consulting Positions


Independent Neurotrauma Consultant – National Football League

2013- 2014

Consulting Neurosurgeon – United States Polo Association

2011 – 2012

Consulting Neurosurgeon and Member of Safety Committee – United States Equestrian

2011 –


Federation

Peer Review Activites


Invited reviewer for Clinical Medical Insights: Therapeutics, Medical Science Monitor
Invited Lectures and Plenary Sessions
Making “Minimally Invasive” Maximally Successful – Chambless LB. Plenary session given at the Tennessee Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, Memphis TN, August 9, 2014.
Minimally Invasive Surgery for Brain Tumors: A Holistic Paradigm – Chambless LB.  Plenary session given at the Tennessee Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, Nashville TN, August 10, 2013.
Dream Big and Think Small – Opportunities and Challenges in Minimally Invasive Neurosurgical Oncology – Chambless, LB. Seminar for the Vanderbilt Initiative in Surgery and Engineering, Nashville TN, July 2013. 
Traumatic Brain Injury in Equestrian Sport – Chambless, LB. Webinar given for Riders For Helmets, June 20, 2013. 


Premorbid Metabolic Conditions and Prognosis in High-Grade Glioma – Chambless, LB.  


Plenary session given at the International Neuro-Oncology Update, Nashville TN, Sept 15, 2011.

Concussion in Sport – Chambless LB.  Given at the Riders for Helmets bi-annual helmet symposium, 


Lexington KY, July 22, 2011.

Traumatic Brain Injuries in Equestrian Athletes – Chambless LB.  Given at the Riders for Helmets 


bi-annual helmet symposium, Lexington KY, July 22, 2011.

Traumatic Brain Injuries in Polo Players – Chambless LB.  Given at the United States Polo 

Association annual meeting, Wellington FL, April 16, 2011.

From the Tack Room to the Operating Room – Leadership Lessons from the USPC – 


Chambless LB.  Given at the United States Pony Clubs annual meeting, Nashville TN, Jan 27, 2011.

Head Injuries in Equestrian Athletes – Chambless LB.  Given to the United States


Equestrian Federation Board of Directors, Lexington KY, Jan 21, 2011.

Outcomes-based Decision Making in the Management of Brain Tumors – Chambless LB.  


Given to the Nashville Surgical Society, Nashville TN, Jan 11, 2011.
Oral Presentations at National and Regional Meetings
Transphenoidal Pituitary Surgery, Sleep Apnea, and Pneumocephalus: Is There a Link? – Zuckerman S, Maynard K, White-Dzuru G, Chambless LB. Oral presentation at the North American Skull Base Society Annual Meeting, Tampa FL, February 22, 2015. Accepted.
Increasing Rate of Publication Misrepresentation Among Neurosurgery Residency Applicants – Kistka HK, Nayeri A, Dow J, Chambless LB. Plenary presentation at the American Association of Neurological Surgeons Annual Meeting, San Francisco CA, April 2014. 
Imaging of Nonfunctioning Pituitary Adenomas: The Cost of Surveillance – Kistka H, Kasl R, Nayeri A, Utz A, Weaver KD, Chambless LB. Oral presentation at the North American Skull Base Society Annual Meeting, San Diego CA, February 13, 2014.
Imaging and Clinical Factors Predictive of Atypical Meningiomas – He L, Vemireddy R, Strother MK, 

Chambless LB.  Oral presentation at the American Association of Neurological Surgeons Annual Meeting,

New Orleans LA, April 27, 2013.
Impact of Anti-Depressant Therapy on Overall Survival in High-Grade Glioma – Kitska H, Min E, Kasl 

R, Yang SR, Chambless LB. Oral presentation at the Southern Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, 

Sarasota FL, February 23, 2013.
Imaging and Clinical Factors Predictive of Atypical Meningiomas – He L, Vemireddy R, Strother MK, 

Chambless LB. Oral presentation at the Southern Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, 

Sarasota FL, February 23, 2013.

Diabetes Mellitus and Obesity are Independent Risk Factors for Poor Outcome in Patients

with High-Grade Glioma – Chambless LB, Parker SL, Hassam-Malani L, McGirt, MJ, Thompson RC. 

Oral Presentation at the American College of Surgeons Annual Meeting, San Francisco CA, Oct 23 2011.  (Finalist for Association of Women Surgeons resident reseach award)
Hemorrhagic Cerebello-pontine Angle Meningioma: A Case Report – O’lynnger TM, Chambless LB, Sills AK.  Oral presentation at the International Neuro-Oncology Update, Nashville TN, September 15, 2011.
Type 2 Diabetes and Obesity are Risk Factors for Early Progression and Death in High-Grade

Glioma – Chambless LB.  Oral presentation at the Tennessee Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, Pigeon Forge TN, August 21, 2011. (Top Resident Presentation award)
Transparency in Health Care Costs – Cheng JS, Chambless LB, McGirt MJ, Wilson J.  Oral presentation at the Council of State Neurosurgical Societies Bi-annual Meeting, Denver CO, April 14, 2011.
Reconstruction of the Orbit after Resection of Spheno-Orbital Meningiomas: A Novel Technique – Chambless LB, Mawn LA, Thompson RC.  Oral presentation at the North American Skull Base Society Annual Meeting, Scottsdale AZ, Feb 18, 2011.
Nerve Sheath Tumors: Pathophysiology and Molecular Characterization – Blackwell LY. Oral presentation at the Tennessee Neurosurgical Annual Meeting, August 8, 2009.
The Epidemiology of Glioma– Blackwell LY. Oral presentation at the Tennessee Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee, August 23, 2008.
Current Management of Glioblastoma Multiforme – Blackwell LY.Oral presentation at the Tennessee Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee, August 22, 2007.
Examination of the Effect of TNF-alpha on Signaling Through the T-cell Receptor – Blackwell LY. Oral presentation at the Stanford University Honors Symposium, Stanford, California, May 2001

Poster Presentations at National and Regional Meetings

Obesity and Cerebrospinal Fluid Leak in Vestibular Schwannoma Surgery – Kistka HM, Kumar KK, Brinson PR, Mistry AM, Godil SS, Chauhan M, Weaver KD, Thompson RC, Chambless LB.  Oral presentaiton at the Congress of Neurosurgery Annual Meeting, Boston MA, October 2014. 
Post-Operative Infection in Vestibular Schwannoma Surgery – O’lunnger TM, Godil SS, Brinson PR, 

Chauhan M, Weaver KD, Thompson RC, Chambless LB.  Oral presentaiton at the Congress of 

Neurosurgery Annual Meeting, Boston MA, October 2014.  
Impact of Anti-Depressant Therapy on Overall Survival in High-Grade Glioma – Kitska H, Min E, Kasl 

R, Yang SR, Chambless LB.   American Association of Neurological Surgeons Annual Meeting,
New Orleans LA, April 2013.
Multi-Institutional Validation of a Pre-operative Scoring System which Predicts Survival for Patients
with Glioblastoma – Chaichana K, Chambless LB, Li G, Harsh GR, Thompson RC, Lim M, Quinones-
Hinojosa A.  Congress of Neurosurgery Annual Meeting, Chicago IL, Oct 2012.
Trends in Steroid Dosing at Initial Presentation in Patients with High-Grade Glioma – He L,

Chambless LB, Jermakowicz WJ, Thompson RC.  American Association of Neurological Surgeons Annual

Meeting, Miami, FL, April 2012.  
Collaborative Labeling of Malignant Glioma with WebMILL: A First Look – Singh E, Asman AJ, Xu Z, 

Chambless LB, Thompson RC, Landmann BA.  SPIE Medical Imaging Annual Conference, San Diego, 

CA, Feb 4, 2012. 
Diabetes Mellitus and Obesity are Independent Risk Factors for Poor Outcome in Patients

with High-Grade Glioma – Chambless LB, Parker SL, Hassam-Malani L, McGirt, MJ, Thompson RC. 

Society for NeuroOncology Annual Meeting, Orange County, CA, Nov 17, 2011.
Karnofsky Performance Status is a More Reliable Indicator of Prognosis in Patients 

with High-Grade Glioma When Assessed Postoperatively– Chambless LB, Parker SL, 

Hassam-Malani L, McGirt, MJ, Thompson RC. Society for NeuroOncology Annual Meeting, Orange 

County, CA, Nov 17, 2011. 
Gross Total Resection is Associated with a Survival Benefit in Patients with Glioblastoma Multiforme– Chambless LB, Parker SL, Hassam-Malani L, McGirt, MJ, Thompson RC. 

Society for NeuroOncology Annual Meeting, Orange County, CA, Nov 17, 2011.
Diabetes Mellitus and Elevated Body Mass Index are Independent Risk Factors in Patients

with High-Grade Glioma – Chambless LB, Parker SL, Hassam-Malani L, McGirt, MJ, Thompson RC. 

Congress of Neurological Surgery Annual Meeting, Washington DC, Oct 1 2011. 
Karnofsky Performance Status is a More Reliable Indicator of Prognosis in Patients 

with High-Grade Glioma When Assessed Postoperatively– Chambless LB, Parker SL, 

Hassam-Malani L, McGirt, MJ, Thompson RC. Congress of Neurological Surgery Annual Meeting, 

Washington DC, Oct 1 2011. 
Greater Extent of Resection is Associated with Prolonged Survival in Patients with Glioblastoma Multiforme– Chambless LB, Parker SL, Hassam-Malani L, McGirt, MJ, Thompson RC. 

Congress of Neurological Surgery Annual Meeting, Washington DC, Oct 1 2011. 
Reconstruction of the Lateral Orbital Wall after Resection of Spheno-Orbital Meningiomas: A Novel Approach – Blackwell LY, Mawn LA, Thompson RC.  Poster presentation at the Congress of Neurosurgery Annual Meeting, San Francisco CA, Oct 10, 2010.
Comparison of Fiducial Placement for Image Guided Orbital Surgery – Mawn LA, Blackwell LY, Thompson RC, Galloway RL.  Poster presentation at the Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology Annual Meeting, Fort Lauderdale FL, May 1, 2010.
Resolution of Quadaplegia After Resection of an Immature Intramedullary Teratoma in an Infant – Blackwell LY, Highfield HN, Tomycz L, Abel T, Pearson MM. Poster presentation at the AANS Annual Meeting, Philadelphia PA, May 1, 2010. 
Spheno-orbital Meningioma: A Multi-disciplinary Approach – Mawn L, Blackwell LY, Thompson RC. Poster presentation at the North American Neuro-Ophthamology Society Annual Meeting, Tucson AZ, March 9, 2010. 
The Role of Combination Surgery and Radiotherapy in Ambulatory Patients with Metastatic Spinal Cord Compression: an Evidence-Based Review - Blackwell LY, Lebow RL, Reddy P, Eichholz KM. Poster presentation at the AANS/CNS Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves, Orlando, Florida, February 17, 2010.
The Role of Preoperative Embolization for Vetebral Metastases: an Evidence-Based Review - Blackwell LY, Reddy P, Lebow RL, Eichholz KM. Poster presentation at the AANS/CNS Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves, Orlando, Florida, February 17, 2010.
Minimally Invasive  Resection of Intradural Spinal Neoplasms: A Case Series- Lebow RL, Blackwell LY, Eichholz KM. Poster presentation at the Congress of Neurosurgery Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisianna, October 24, 2009.  

Comments, Editorials, and Non-Peer Reviewed Publications

Chambless LB.  Traumatic brain injuries in polo players.  Polo Players Edition July 2011.  

Cheng JC, Chambless LB, McGirt MJ.  Are we doing too much spinal surgery instead of non-surgical care?  AANS Neurosurgeon  2011
Stangerup SE, Tos M, Thomsen J, Caye-Thomasen P.  True incidence of vestibular schwannoma?  Neurosurgery 2010; 67 (5):1335-1340.  Comment by Reid C. Thompson and Lola Y. Blackwell
Conference Papers


Kumar A, Miga M, Pheiffer T, Chambless L, Thompson R, Dawant B.  Automatic tracking of intraoperative


brain surface displacements in brain tumor surgery.  IEEE Engineering in Biomedical Science Conference, 


Chicago, August 27, 2014.

Xu H, Asman AJ, Singh E, Chambless LB, Thompson RC, Landmann BA. Collaborative Labeling of 


Malignant Glioma.  International Symposium on Biomedical Engineering Annual Meeting, Barcelona, 


May 1, 2012.  
Book Chapters

Kistka HK, Ladner T, and Chambless LB  Minimally invasive surgery for glioma.  Gliomas:  Classification, Symptoms, Treatment and Prognosis. Ed. David Adamson, MD for NOVA Publishers, NY.  In Press.
Peer-Reviewed Publications
Lee YM, Chambless LB, Dow J, Solomon GS.  Predictors of final ranking in the neurological surgery match: a single institution experience.  Neurosurgery, 2014. Submitted.
Kasl RA, Kistka HM, Turner J, Devin J, Chambless LB. Pituitary apoplexy after intravitreal injection of vascular endothelial growth factor inhibitor: a novel complication. Journal of Clinical Neuroscience, 2014. Submitted.

Kistka HM, Kasl RA, Nayeri A, Utz AL, Weaver KD, Chambless LB.  Imaging of resected non-functional pituitary adenomas: the cost of surveillance.  Skull Base, 2014. Under review.

Kistka HM, Nayeri A, Dow J, Chambless LB.  Increasing publication misrepresentation among neurosurgery resident applicants.  Journal of Neurosurgery 2014, In Press.
Sweeney AD, Carlson ML, Haynes DS, Thompson RC, Chambless LB, Wanna GB, Rivas A. A novel method for autograft placement during tegmen repair: the suture “pull-through” technique.  The Laryngoscope 2014, epub ahead of print.
Zuckerman SL, Burks S, Morgan C, Forbes JA, Chambless LB, Solomon GS, Sills AK. Functional and structural traumatic brain injury in equestrian sports: a review of the literature.  World Neurosurgery 2014, epub ahead of print.
Chambless LB, Kistka HM, Parker SL, Hassam-Malani L, McGirt MJ, Thompson RC.  The relative value of postoperative versus preoperative Karnofsky Performance Scale scores as a predictor of survival after surgical resection of a glioblastoma multiforme. Journal of Neurooncology 2014, epub ahead of print.
Kumar AN, Miga MI, Pheiffer TS, Chambless LB, Thompson RC, Dawant BM.  Persistent and automatic intraoperative 3D digitization of surfaces under dynamic magnifications of an operating microscope. Medical Image Analysis 2015;19(1)30-45.
Chambless LB and Teo C.  Innovations in the surgical treatment of gliomas.  Innovative Neurosurgery 2013;1(3-4):137-143.

Chaichana KL, Pendleton C, Chambless LB, Camara-Quintana J, Nathan J, Hassam-Malani L, Li G, Harsh


GR, Thompson RC, Lim M, Quinones-Hinojosa A.  Multi-institutional validation of a pre-operative scoring 


system which predicts survival for patients with glioblastoma.  Journal of Clinical Neuroscience 


2013;20(10):1422-6.

Asman AJ, Chambless LB, Thompson RC, Landman B.  Out-of-atlas likelihood estimation using multi-atlas 

segmentation.  Medical Physics 2013;40(4):043702.

Singh E, Asman AJ, Xu Z, Chambless L, Thompson R, Landman BA.  Collaborative labeling of malignant 


glioma with WebMILL: A first look.  Proceedings – Society of Photo-Optical Instrumentation Engineers 


2012; 5:8318.

Xu Z, Asman AJ, Singh E, Chambless LB, Thompson RC, Landman B.  Segmentation of malignant gliomas 

through remote collaboration and statistical fusion.  Medical Physics 2012;39(10):5981-9.

Chambless LB, Parker SL, Hassam-Malani L, McGirt MJ, Thompson RC.  Type 2 diabetes mellitus and


obesity are independent risk factors for poor outcome in high-grade glioma.  Journal of Neuro-Oncology


2012; 106(2):383-9.
Chambless LB, Forbes JA, Mawn L, Thompson RC. Porous polyethylene implant reconstruction of the orbit 
after resection of spheno-orbital meningiomas: A novel technique.  Journal of Cranio-Maxillo-Facial Surgery 2012; 40(1):e28-32.
Stevenson CB, Chambless LB, Rini DA, Thompson RC.  Bilateral infraoptic A1 arteries in association with a craniopharyngioma: case illustration and review of the literature.  Surgical Neurology International 2011;2:89. 

Forbes JA, Wilkerson JC, Chambless LB, Russell PT, Weaver, KD, Allen GS, Utz A.  Safety and cost-


effectiveness of early discharge following microscopic transsphenoidal resection of pituitary lesions. 


Surgical Neurology International 2011;2:66.

Forbes JA, Chambless LB, Wushensky CA, Smith JG, Lebow RL, Alvarez J, Pearson MM. T2 signal 

intensity of cerebellar neoplasms in pediatric patients can be used to guide preoperative staging of the 

neuraxis.  Journal of Neurosurgery, Pediatrics 2011;7(2):165-74.

Highfield HN, Chambless LB, Carson R, Coffin C, Pearson MM, Abel T. Resolution of quadriplegia after


 resection of an immature intramedullary teratoma in an infant.  Journal of Neurosurgery, Pediatrics


 2010;6(6):586-91

Chambless LB, Thompson RC.  Low grade glioma – current concepts and controversies.  Neurosurgery
       Quarterly 2010:20(3):173-179.
Chambless LB, Angel FB, Xia F, Abel T, Weaver KD.  Delayed cerebral radionecrosis following Treatment for a plasmacytoma of the skull.  Surgical Neurology International 2010;1:65.
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