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· What are you doing now and what is your 4 year plan?
·  I am currently a postdoctoral fellow working in Dr. Valina Dawson's laboratory at Johns Hopkins University. My research will focus on Parkinson's disease. In 4 years from now, I hope to come close to finish my postdoctoral fellowship with the hope to start my own lab.
· What was has been the most beneficial class you have taken and why? 

· Molecular and Cellular Neuroscience (NURO 345). This class does a great job in teaching the basics of Neuroscience - a course that everyone should take. Also, it does a great job teaching new graduate students how to prepare presentations and how to present scientific data in a concise and proper manner. 

· What about working in a lab is different than what you thought it would be? 

· I would say that I never realized the importance of good collaborations until I came to Vanderbilt. Learning about your project and being familiar with the techniques that are commonly performed in your lab is one thing, but being able to expand your knowledge by shadowing and learning new techniques from other labs broadens your knowledge and skill-set immensely and makes your project so much stronger.   

· What one quality do you think is most important to thrive in any lab and why? 

· Organization - it will make your life AND the life of other lab members so much smoother.   
· What advice would you tell someone who is on the same path you are? 

· Do not be discouraged if an experiment does not work out. Look at it as a challenge in order to learn more about the technique and ultimately about your experiments.   

