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This Clinical Neuroscience Scholars Program is a collaborative endeavor between the Vanderbilt Brain Institute (VBI), the Departments of Neurosurgery and Neurology, and the Institute for Clinical Neurosciences.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Robert Singer, MD: Neurosurgery Faculty Advisor Robert.Singer@Vanderbilt.edu
BethAnn McLaughlin, PhD: VBI Faculty Advisor Bethann.McLaughlin@Vanderbilt.edu
David Charles, MD: Director Clinical Neurosciences and Neurology Faculty Advisor David.Charles@Vanderbilt.edu
Mark Wallace, PhD: VBI Director Mark.Wallace@Vanderbilt.edu
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Bridging the Gap between Basic Research and clinical application
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Looking to transcend the boundary between research and clinical care? This innovative new certificate program offers the ideal solution for graduate students searching for clinical experience and medical residents seeking to gain an in depth understanding of the cutting edge research on the cellular, molecular and systems level events which control neurological processing.
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Program Goals:
Providing Graduate Students and Residents with a transformative educational experience 
Vanderbilt Neuroscience recognizes that in traditional programs, graduate students may research Parkinson’s disease genetics, yet never interact with a patient. Likewise, residents may only have an opportunity to track patient progress without understanding novel targets for therapeutics in the coming decades. 
Fellows and residents will be able to take their turn at basic science projects on a fast track to publishing. They can review introductory courses in lab science, build up their lab experience, and interact with scientists in order to gain a better understanding of how today’s research informs tomorrow therapies.
Graduate students can experience how their research topics are valid in a clinical setting and then apply this experience to support the relevancy of their future publications and grant applications.   

Providing the best mentorship for the needs of our future physicians and scientists
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Mentorships of graduate students and residents typically occur with closely aligned colleagues.  By reenvisioning the mentorship process, Clinical Neuroscience Scholars will be allowed to incorporate clinical experts into their mentoring committees and residents will be paired with world class scientists to foster translational research endeavors.
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HOW DOES IT WORK?
Outstanding candidates will be selected and paired with a clinical mentor and basic science mentor.  Trainees will be refreshed and introduced to fundamental concepts in clinical neuroscience with a short series of didactic lectures and unique opportunities to interact with patients in an informal setting allowing them to share their stories. Emphasis will be placed on introducing trainees to the powerful bioinformatics, genetic, clinical trial and discovery tools developed by The Medical Center. Next steps include step-by-step instruction in establishing clinical and research trials by participating in an active program. Students will have the opportunity to work in one of a select group of participating labs, attend jointly sponsored seminars and journal clubs in order to facilitate dialogue and foster a common language between future researchers and medical practitioners.
SCHOLARS NEED YOUR SUPPORT
Today’s competitive training environment requires researchers and residents to understand both clinical and basic science to provide the best care. In order to provide this unique patient oriented training, students are paired with sponsors and foundations interested in investing in the next generation of care providers. Only through the financial support of researchers, clinicians and patients will we be able to place our trainees in pivotal roles allowing them to access world class medical research while understanding the realities of patients and families living with neurological disease and dysfunction. Naming opportunities are available for as little as $90 a month and include membership in the Cambry Robinsons Society.  To learn more about this program and meet our trainees, please contact Dr. McLaughlin.
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