
Post-Intubation Sedation Protocol in Adult ED Patients

Verbalize post-intubation sedation 
plan as part of pre-intubation 

checklist

Whenever possible, have fentanyl 
and propofol drips prepared prior to 

intubation

Intubate patient

Bolus fentanyl 100mcg IV
(1-2 mcg/kg one time bolus)

Start fentanyl drip @ 50 mcg/hr

and

Start propofol drip @ 20mcg/kg/min

Notes

(1) If you are concerned about hypotension,   
have vasopressors ready to be administered 
(for example, phenylephrine 100mcg IV push).

(2) While it can still occur, propofol drips are 
less likely to cause pronounced hypotension 
than propofol boluses. Propofol boluses of 0.5 
to 1 mg/kg can be considered in patients who 
are not hypotensive and continue to have 
agitation despite fentanyl and propofol drips.

(3) Dosing propofol requires an estimated or 
measured patient body weight for entering 
mcg/kg/min dosing into pumps. Fentanyl 
dosing is usually entered into pumps as mcg/hr 
(not weight-based). 

(4) Typical dosing to maintain appropriate 
sedation in ED:  
Propofol 10 to 50 mcg/kg/min.
Fentanyl 50 to 200 mcg/hour.

(5) If the patient does not tolerate propofol, 
midazolam (Versed) is a second-line option for 
sedation by continuous infusion. The starting 
dose is: midazolam 2 mg IV push, then  1 mg/hr 
continuous infusion. Avoid midazolam in 
dialysis patients. 

(6) Patients with a depressed mental status 
prior to intubation may not arouse to verbal 
stimuli or make eye contact after intubation, 
but still may benefit from sedation in the ED. 

Target RASS of -2 or lighter 
(arouses to verbal stimulation and makes eye 

contact) 

If over-sedated

Hold fentanyl and propofol drips until 
RASS target is achieved.  Then restart 

drips at 50% if clinically indicated.

Bolus fentanyl 50-100mcg IV.
Increase fentanyl drip  by 25 mcg/hr.

Increase propofol drip by 10 mcg/kg/min.

If under-sedated

Reassess RASS every 15 mins after 
dosing changes, and every hour while 

on stable doses
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