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gina kolata is a senior writer at The New York Times where she reports on science 
and medicine. before joining The New York Times in 1987, she was a senior writer for 
Science Magazine. ms. kolata graduated from the University of  maryland and studied 
molecular biology on the graduate level at m.i.t. for a year and a half, returning later 
to receive a master’s degree in applied mathematics.

her books include Rethinking Thin: The New Science of  Weight Loss and the Myths and Realities 
of  Dieting (farrar, Straus, and giroux, 2007), Ultimate Fitness: The Quest for Truth about 
Exercise and Health (farrar, Straus, and giroux, april, 2003), Flu: The Story of  the Great 
Influenza Pandemic of  1918 and the Search for the Virus that Caused It (farrar, Straus and 
giroux, november 1999), Clone: The Road to Dolly and the Path Ahead (1998, William 
morrow), Sex in America, written with robert t. michaels, John h. gagnon, and 
edward o. laumann (1994, little, brown), The Baby Doctors. Probing the Limits of  Fetal 
Medicine (1990 dell), The High Blood Pressure Book: A Guide for Patients and their Families, 
written with dr. edward freis (1979, dutton), and Combating the Number One Killer: The 
Science Report on Heart Disease, written with Jean marx (1978, the american association 
for the advancement of  Science). 

She was a Pulitzer finalist twice — for investigative reporting in 2000 and for 
explanatory journalism in 2010. kolata received an award in 2010 from the Silurian 
Society, for a series on the war on cancer and from the associated press Sorts 
editors for writing about the caster Semenya intersex controversy at the world track 
championships. in previous years she has won awards from a variety of  organizations, 
including the american mathematics Society, the american Statistical Society, 
the american association of  health care Journalists, and from the University of  
maryland, which gave her a distinguished alumnus award.

Sometimes it’s obvious that a science story is news and even page 1 news: there’s 
an important discovery or a large study that ended with important results.  but 
why would a paper like the new york times decide to put a series of  articles on 
alzheimer’s on page 1?  or, as it did last year, a series on cancer?  or two years 
before, a series on Six killers: the six leading causes of  death, familiar culprits like 
heart disease and strokes, cancer and diabetes?  When gina kolata, an editor, 
first came to the Times she said that every story should tell the reader, “Why am 
I reading this?” and “Why am I reading this now?”  So how and why would the 
times decide to focus on diseases that are both grim and familiar? and why are 
those stories news?  ms. kolata will tell the story behind these stories, explaining 
why they decided to do the series and how they found things to say that were new 
and unexpected. She will contrast those stories with some recent breaking news 
stories, showing why they are different and how both kinds of  articles can change 
the way we think about science and medicine and the nature of  scientific evidence.
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