
Questions about Anesthesiology 
 
SPECIALTY: Anesthesiology   
 
REQUIREMENTS Years 
Internship in: Transitional / Internal medicine / surgery  1 
Residency in: Anesthesiology 3 
Fellowship in: Critical Care / Pediatrics / Cardiac / Obstetric/Pain Management  1 
Board eligibility: completion of residency 

Percent of time: TIME 
ALLOCATION 

Hours/ 
Week At Performing Otherwise seeing 

Residency 60-80 15% 70% 15% 
PATIENT PROFILE 
Age Range: 0-100 Inpatient / Outpatient: both Male / Female: both 
COMPETITIVENESS (2005) 
Number of positions at Number of applicants: 700 Number Interviewed: 145 
Number of positions in U.S.:  U.S. senior match rate: 99% Match Type: Regular 
IN PRACTICE Median annual income Average hours worked per 
First year of practice / early $300,000 61.0 
 
 
Q: What is a typical day like for you? In the clinic? In the OR? How many days/week do 
you spend in each? 
 
A: In my week I have OR days and office days. On the OR days, we start every day with 
an early educational session with the residents. This can be a case conference, Grand 
Rounds or a talk on the subject of the week. By 7 a.m., I am seeing my first patients of 
the day, checking the last lab work and seeing that the OR rooms are set up and prepared 
to go. By 7:30 a.m., we are starting the first cases. In my case, this is a neurosurgery 
procedure. I supervise residents, medical students and student nurses at all stages of 
training. Most days we will take care of several patients for elective procedures but 
urgent and emergent cases are interspersed when necessary. On OR days, most time is 
spent in patient care or teaching. To do so we use our bedside laptops to do medical 
searches. Vanderbilt patients are usually complex. We have some clinical research going 
on too. It is very busy work and physically demanding-we walk 5-7 miles a day! If I am 
not on the call team, I will leave 5-6 p.m., depending on the cases in the rooms. 
Overnight call is infrequent in our group. My office days are set aside for meetings, 
preparing lectures, papers and residency business. I do not attend our preoperative 
evaluation clinic, but the hours there are 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
 
Q: What do physicians like most about the specialty? Give a specific example(s). 
 
A:1. We enjoy working with a wide variety of patients- all procedures, age groups and 
medical conditions- during the perioperative period. Our medical knowledge is broad and 


