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The American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Annual Meeting in Chicago was awash in 
an impressive sea of gold and black as 
Vanderbilt’s Anesthesiology Department 
was well represented in all areas of schol-
arly research and education, as demon-
strated by the numerous presentations 
given by faculty and residents during the 
October sessions.  

The Department’s leadership in more than 
144 activities during the meeting included: 

 One mini-symposium 
 One round table discussion 
 Three clinical forums 
 Four refresher courses 
 Four oral presentations 

 Seven panel discussions 
 11 problem-based learning discussions 
 26 poster presentations/discussions 
 39 medically challenging case presen-

tations 
 41 workshops  

Congratulations to all who participated in 
the Annual Meeting, as well as other ancil-
lary meetings also in Chicago. Next year’s 
ASA Annual Meeting is October 13-17, 
2012, in Washington, D.C., and the time to 
begin thinking about ways to participate 
and contribute is now! 

For photographs and other news from the 
Chicago meetings, please turn to pages  
4-7.  

Annual Meeting Involvement Expansive 

Stephanie Bouvier, MD, was among the 

many residents who participated in the 

ASA Annual Meeting.  

Annual Picnic is Day of Fun 
for Families & Friends 
 

Anesthesiology Department members and their  
families ventured out to sprawling Camp Widjiwagen 

on the shores of Percy Priest Lake to enjoy a day of 

great barbeque & ice cream, thrilling slides down a zip 

line, swimming, relaxing pontoon boat rides on the 

lake, and fellowship. A crowd of over 200 found more 

than enough to do on the mild, but sunny day.  

Check out more pictures from the day’s festivities on 

pages 2-3.  Many in the crowd at the Annual Picnic sported creative face paintings.   

It’s the time of the year for self-nominating or nominating a colleague for an award or an appointment to a role of significance in 
our specialty.  
National Opportunities 
 Beginning November 15, the American Society of Anesthesiologists is accepting nominations for 2013 committee memberships 

and committee chair positions. Sitting committee members, as well as adjunct members, whose terms expire in October 2012 
must reapply in order to be considered for appointment. ASA members can self nominate or nominate others. Forms will be on 
the For Members section of the ASA website, and nominations will be accepted through January 15, 2012.  

 The Anesthesia Patient Safety Foundation is seeking applications for the Patient Safety Investigator Career Development 
Award Program. In this initial, proof-of-concept RFA, the APSF seeks to fund one ($150,000 over two years) Patient Safety Ca-
reer Development Award (PSCDA) to the sponsoring institution of a highly promising new patient safety scientist. Visit the 
APSF website at www.apsf.org to download the application. The deadline is December 31, 2011. 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Please note of the call for nominations for the following 2012 VUMC Academic Enterprise Faculty Awards: 
The Vanderbilt University School of Medicine Awards in Teaching 
The Vanderbilt University Medical Center Awards in Research for School of Medicine and School of Nursing faculty 
Award recipients are nominated by faculty colleagues and chosen by 2012 VUMC Academic Enterprise Faculty Awards Selection 
Committees. The nomination package must include: 

• A letter of nomination (typically from department chair/center director, but may be submitted by other colleagues, as well) 
• Three supporting letters from colleagues 
• For the School of Medicine Teaching Awards, additional supporting letters from fellows, residents and students (letters from 
individuals previously trained by the nominee are not required, but are strongly encouraged) 
 A current CV 

The categories of recognition are cycled by even and odd years. For year 2012, the categories of recognition are: 
VUMC Research Awards (4) 

• Stanley Cohen Research Award – For Research Bridging Diverse Disciplines, such as Chemistry or Physics, to Solve Biology’s 
Most Important Questions; 
• John H. Exton Research Award – For Research Leading to Innovative Biological Concepts; 
• Grant W. Liddle Research Award – For Outstanding Contributions in Clinical Research; 
• Charles R. Park Research Award – For Basic Research Revealing Insights into Physiology and Pathophysiology 

School of Medicine Teaching Awards (4) 
• Robert D. Collins Teaching Award - For Teaching Medical or Graduate Students or Practicing Physicians in the Lecture Setting; 
• Elaine Sanders-Bush Teaching Award - For Mentoring Graduate and/or Medical Students in the Research Setting; 
• Jacek Hawiger Teaching Award - For Teaching Graduate Students and Postdoctoral Fellows in the Classroom, Lecture, or 
Small Group Setting; and 
• R. Michael Rodriguez Teaching Award - For Teaching Medical Students, Residents, and/or Fellows in the Clinical Setting 

The deadline for nominations is Jan. 16, 2012. 
VUMC Research Award nominations should be submitted electronically, as a PDF file, to the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 
Office, in care of Danielle Certa at danielle.certa@vanderbilt.edu.School of Medicine Teaching Award nominations should be sub-
mitted electronically, as a PDF file, to the School of Medicine's Office of Faculty Affairs, in care of Auda Hutto at au-
da.hutto@vanderbilt.edu. 

Answer Call for Nominations & Awards — Locally & Nationally 

http://www.anesthesiapodcast.com/The_World_of_Anesthesia_Podcast/Home/Home.html
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The YMCA of Middle Tennessee’s Camp Wijiwagan was the 

place to be September 25 for the Annual Department of An-

esthesiology Picnic. If you missed it, you’ll have to wait a 

Annual Picnic Provides a Welcome Break 
whole year for another chance at this much fun.  Thanks to all 

those involved in planning this great outing, and thanks to all 

those who attended.  
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Annual Meeting Images—Chicago 2011 

Very special thanks to Drs. Curtis Baysinger, Jane Easdown, Jesse Ehrenfeld, 

Steve Hyman, and Michael Pilla for sharing their images from ASA.  
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Annual  Meet ing  Highlights  
Key activities by our Department members during the October ASA Annual Meeting included the following:  
 Drs. Tom Austin and Eric Delpire: Oral Presentation on Inhibition of KCC2 in Mouse Spinal Cord Neurons Leads to Hy-

persensitivity to Thermal Stimulation 
 Drs. Arna Banerjee and Jane Easdown: Workshops on Simulation-Based Training in Critical Incident Management & Teamwork 
 Dr. Chris Canlas: PBLD: Anesthetic Management of Femoral Neck Fracture in a Geriatric Patient 
 Dr. Susan Eagle: Refresher Course on Congenital Heart Disease  in the Adult Presenting for Non-Cardiac Surgery; Clini-

cal Forum on The Pregnant Patient with Cardiac Disease 
 Dr. Jane Easdown: PBLD: “Are We on the Wrong Side?” 
 Dr. William Furman: Refresher Course: Anesthesia and the Patient with Thyroid, Parathyroid or Adrenal Disease 
 Dr. Stephen Hays: Clinical Forum on Pain Catheters in Children 
 Dr. Steve Hyman: Oral Presentation on the Physician Burnout Survey 
 Dr. Tracy Jackson: Cadaver Workshops on Head & Neck Blocks  
 Dr. Jason Lane: PBLD: Tough Choices: Regional or General Anesthesia in a Very Elderly Patient 
 Dr. Letha Mathews: PBLD: Anesthesia for Deep Brain Stimulation 
 Dr. Michael Richardson: PBLD: “Limited English Proficiency: Bridging the Language Chasm to Ensure Equitable and Safe 

Health Care;” PBLD: “Mishaps and Second Victims, Physician Health, Healing and Improvement in the Wake of Bad Out-
comes;” Two-hour Panel : Effects of Medical Mishaps on Second Victims 

 Drs. Amy Robertson and Dan Roke: Workshops on Flexible Endoscopy for Lung Isolation 
 Drs. Brian Rothman and Jesse Ehrenfeld: Oral Presentation on the  

Determinants of PACU Length of Stay 
 Dr. Brian Rothman: Multiple Computing Workshops; Breakfast Panel on Communication in the Operating Room: Real 

World Issues (STA); Two-hour Panel – Leadership in Information Technology by Anesthesiologists; Two-hour Panel – 
Leadership in Information Technology by Anesthesiologists; 

 Dr. Warren Sandberg: Refresher Course: OPPE-FPPE-OMG: How to Develop Credentialing Systems that Meet the Joint 
Commission Requirements 

 Drs. Paul St. Jacques and Jesse Ehrenfeld: Two-hour Panel – Ready? AIMS, Use that Data. Improving Your Practice with 
Data from Your AIMS 

 Dr. Liza Weavind: Critical Care Clinical Forum 
 Dr. Matt Weinger: APSF Workshop on “Physicians Hands-Off: A Role for a Checklist” 

 

During the ASA Annual Meeting, Dr. Tom Austin was honored with an ASA Resident 
Research Award, one of only three residents selected for this honor. His outstanding 
research abstract was: “Inhibition of KCC2 in Mouse spinal cord neurons leads to 
hyper-sensitivity to thermal stimulation.” Denham Ward, MD, PhD, Chair of the 
Foundation for Anesthesiology Education and Research (FAER) presented the award 
to Tom. Congratulations for a job well done!  

Austin honored with ASA  

Resident Research Award  
Annual ASA  

Alumni 

Reception 
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As our Department grows and we add new members or as 

individuals assume new roles, these changes will be an-

nounced via email, as well as in our Department newsletter. 

Please welcome the following individuals to our Department 

or congratulate them on their new responsibilities. (Please 

note: Many of these updates have already been announced 

in the past months, but are being re-announced here.) 

If your division has recent hires or changes in status since 

July 2011 which are not included in this announcement, 

please contact Jill Clendening at 

jill.clendening@vanderbilt.edu.  
 

 
 

Megan (Graybill) Anders, MD 
Megan (Graybill) Anders joined the 

Division of Anesthesiology Critical 

Care Medicine as a Clinical Fellow/

Instructor in August. Megan com-

pleted her residency in anesthesi-

ology at University of North Caroli-

na Hospitals, Chapel Hill, NC, and 

earned her medical degree from 

Temple University School of Medi-

cine, Philadelphia, PA. She has a bachelor of science degree 

from Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA.  
 
Bradley Cashion, MD 
Bradley Cashion joined the  
Division of Pain Medicine as a  
Clinical Fellow in July. Bradley com-

pleted his residency in anesthesiol-

ogy at the University of Rochester 

(Rochester, NY) and an internship 

in internal medicine at Rochester 

General Hospital. He earned his 

medical degree from University of 

Rochester School of Medicine & Dentistry. Bradley has a 

bachelor of arts degree, also from University of Rochester.  
 

has worked as a doctor of optometry, as well as a registered 

nurse in VUMC’s cardiovascular intensive care unit. Randy’s 

favorite pastimes include watching college football, outdoor 

activities, and spending time with his friends.  
 
Marc Huntoon, MD 
Marc Huntoon joined the Depart-

ment as Chief of the Division of 

Pain Medicine in July. He comes to 

Vanderbilt from the Mayo Clinic, 

where he served as Chair of the 

Division of Pain Medicine begin-

ning in 2001. Marc received his 

medical training at Wayne State 

University School of Medicine and 

completed a residency in anesthe-

siology at Portsmouth Naval Medical Center and a residency 

in obstetric anesthesia at Wake Forest University. He be-

came the first pain fellow to train in the Navy, from 1991-
1992. He joined the Medical College of Ohio (University of 

Toledo) as Chair of its Pain Medicine Division from 1993-
1997, and served as Associate Professor and Chair of Anes-

thesiology from 1997-2001. 
 
Andrew Kline  
Andrew Kline has been hired as an 

Administrative Assistant I in the 

Center for Research and Innova-

tion in Systems Safety (CRISS). An-

drew works with CRISS faculty to 

coordinate interdepartmental re-

search projects, providing adminis-

trative support for both new and 

ongoing grant-based opportunities 

in health care innovation. Andrew 

received his bachelor of arts de-

gree in English from University of Michigan. His hobbies are 

reading, exploring new restaurants and venues, and hiking. 

He has hiked to the summit of Mt. Washington, the highest 

peak in the northeastern United States at 6,288 feet, twice.  

as center manager, and pre- and 

post-award grant management. 

Christine is currently pursuing a 

bachelor’s degree. She has two 

children, Brandon, 19, and Jasmine, 

15. Her hobbies are reading, writing, 

theater and watching classic movies. 

She loves performance arts, and is 

an avid sports fan. She once had the 

honor of singing at the Kennedy 

Center, a moment she calls the highlight of her life. 
 
Amy Halliburton, MD 
Amy Halliburton joined the Divi-

sion of Pediatric Anesthesiology as 

a Clinical Fellow in July. She com-

pleted her residency in anesthesi-

ology at University of Alabama at 

Birmingham (Birmingham, AL), and 

received her medical degree from 

East Tennessee State University 

Quillen College of Medicine 

(Johnson City, TN). Amy attended 

University of South Alabama (Mobile, AL), where she earned 

a bachelor of science in biomedical science. Her hobbies in-

clude yoga, running, reading and “attempting” to cook.  
 
Randy Alan Hillis  
Randy Alan Hillis joined the Depart-

ment as a CRNA in the Division of 

Multispecialty Adult Anesthesiolo-

gy in October. Randy has a bache-

lor of science degree in biology 

from University of Tennessee, and 

a doctorate of optometry from Illi-

nois College of Optometry. He re-

ceived his bachelor of science in 

nursing from Belmont University 

and his master’s degree with a focus in nurse anesthesia 

from Middle Tennessee School of Anesthesia. In the past, he 

8 9 

Lakiesha Crawford, MD  
LaKiesha Crawford joined the Divi-

sion of Multispecialty Adult Anes-

thesiology as an Instructor of Clini-

cal Anesthesiology and a Regional 

Anesthesia & Acute Pain Manage-

ment Fellow in August. LaKiesha 

completed a residency in anesthe-

siology at Oregon Health and Sci-

ence University (Portland, OR) and 

a residency in anesthesiology at The Johns Hopkins Hospital 

(Baltimore, MD). She completed a general surgery internship 

surgery at Washington Hospital Center (Washington, DC), and 

earned her medical degree at Meharry Medical College. She 

attended Middle Tennessee State University (Murfreesboro, 

TN), earning  bachelor of science in biology. Her hobbies in-

clude golf, Biblical studies, and medical missions.  
 
Margaret “Molly” Goidel, RN 
Margaret “Molly” Goidel joined the 

Division of Anesthesiology Critical 

Care Medicine in August as a regis-

tered nurse in the Cardiovascular 

Intensive Care Unit. Molly will tran-

sition to a Critical Care Nurse Practi-

tioner role after passing her boards 

in November. She received her 

bachelor of science in nursing from 

the Medical College of Georgia, and completed the Acute 

Care Nurse Practitioner program at Vanderbilt University 

School of Nursing this year. Previously, Molly worked at Bap-

tist Hospital, St. Thomas Hospital and Centennial Medical 

Center. She and her husband Jeff have two children, Cliff, 11, 

and Charlie, 8. Her hobbies include mountain biking, running, 

visiting Colorado and watching her kids play sports.  
 
Christine Goldsberry  
Christine Goldsberry has joined the Department as an Ad-

ministrative Assistant III in the Center for Research and Inno-

vation in Systems Safety (CRISS). Her duties include serving 
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cine and Biomedical Sciences in 

1994. He completed an internship 

in internal medicine at State Uni-

versity of New York in Stony Brook, 

NY. He returned to SUNY Buffalo to 

complete a residency in anesthesi-

ology. In 1999, he completed a 

fellowship in pediatric anesthesiol-

ogy at Children’s Hospital of Pitts-

burgh. He graduated from Cornell 

University School of Agriculture and Life Sciences with a 

bachelor of science degree in 1990. His medical career began 

as an EMT in 1989. He is married to Nancy J. Poblader, and 

they have two children, Christopher and Catherine. 
 
Jonathan Shoopman, MD 
Jonathan Shoopman joined the 

Department as a Clinical Fellow in 

the Division of Anesthesiology 

Critical Care Medicine in July. Jona-

than completed his residency in 

anesthesiology and earned his 

medical degree at Indiana Univer-

sity School of Medicine 

(Indianapolis, IN). He earned a 

master of science in biology at Purdue University 

(Indianapolis, IN), and earned a bachelor of science in bio-

chemistry & biology at Eastern Mennonite University 

(Harrisonburg, VA). Jonathan is a certified SCUBA diver and 

plays United States Tennis Association League tennis.  
 
Briana Witherspoon, RN  
Briana Witherspoon joined the Di-

vision of Anesthesiology Critical 

Care Medicine, in August working 

in the Neurological Intensive Care 

Unit. Briana will transition to a 

Critical Care Nurse Practitioner role 

after passing her boards. She re-

ceived her bachelor of science in 

Judy Lashbrook 
Judy Lashbrook was hired in July as 

an Administrative Assistant III in 

the Department’s administrative 

office. Judy is a graduate of  
Wartrace High School. In her spare 

time, she enjoys music, church ac-

tivities, gardening, and working 

with the homeless, elderly and 

handicapped. Judy and her  
husband Ronald have two grown sons, Chris and Eric.  
 
Robin Li, MD 
Robin Li joined the Department as 

a Fellow in the Division of Cardio-

thoracic Anesthesiology in August. 

Robin completed her residency at 

Northwestern-McGaw Medical 

Center in Chicago, and earned her 

medical degree at State University 

of New York-Buffalo School of Med-

icine & Biomedical Sciences. She 

has a bachelor of science degree from University of Toronto.  
 
Lesley Lirette, MD 
Lesley Lirette joined our  
Department as an Instructor and 

Regional Anesthesia & Acute Pain 

Management Fellow in the Divi-

sion of Multispecialty Adult Anes-

thesiology in August. She com-

pleted an anesthesiology residen-

cy and an internship in internal 

medicine, both at Tulane Universi-

ty School of Medicine (New Orle-

ans, LA). Lesley earned her medical degree at Louisiana State 

University Health Sciences Center (Shreveport, LA). She 

attended Millsaps College (Jackson, MS), earning a bachelor 

of science in chemistry. Her hobbies are running, reading 

novels, golf, cooking, football, and fantasy football.  

cine at University of Mississippi Medical Center (Jackson, 

MS). He completed a fellowship in pain management & re-

gional anesthesia at Mayo Graduate School of Medicine 

(Rochester, MN). He completed a residency in anesthesiolo-

gy and an internship in internal medicine at the University of 

Mississippi Medical Center, where he also earned his medi-

cal degree. Jim attended University of Virginia 

(Charlottesville, VA), earning a bachelor of arts degree in 

chemistry and a bachelor of arts degree in biology. Jim also 

has a distinguished military career, serving as state surgeon 

and commander of the Mississippi Army National Guard 

MEDCOM and earning the rank of colonel. His military roles 

are many: Special Forces; Ranger; Survival, Evasion, Re-

sistance and Escape (SERE); combat diver; jumpmaster; mas-

ter parachutist; flight surgeon; dive medical officer; and Air 

Assault. In 2004, Jim was deployed to Afghanistan as a Special 

Forces battalion commander. In 2007, he was deployed to 

Iraq as an emergency physician. He is married, with one child.  
 
Adrienne Ray, MD 
Adrienne Ray joined the  
Division of Obstetric Anesthesiolo-

gy as a Clinical Fellow/Instructor of 

Clinical Anesthesiology in August. 

Adrienne completed her residency 

in anesthesiology at University of 

North Carolina (Chapel Hill, NC). 

She earned her medical degree 

from Louisiana State University 

School of Medicine (New Orleans, LA), and has bachelor of 

science in biology from the University of Georgia (Athens, 

GA). Her hobbies include running, and she has participated 

in several half marathons. She also enjoys live music, travel-

ling and cooking.  
 
Thomas Romanelli, MD 
Thomas Romanelli joined the faculty as Assistant Professor 

of Clinical Anesthesiology in the Division of Pediatric Anes-

thesiology in August. Thomas earned his medical degree 

from State University of New York at Buffalo School of Medi-

10 11 

Dawn Martin  
Dawn Martin joined the  
Department in September as an 

Administrative Assistant I in the 

administrative office. Dawn is a 

graduate of Marion High School in 

Marion, Ill. She has worked in 

many administrative roles in the 

healthcare industry, and most re-

cently provided administrative 

support in the VUMC Department of Otolaryngology. Dawn 

and her husband Kelly have one daughter, Svanah, 10, and 

the family enjoys taking trips together to the beach.  
 
James Mykytenko, MD 
James Mykytenko joined the  
Department as a Clinical Fellow in 

the Division of Anesthesiology 

Critical Care Medicine in July. 

James completed a cardiothoracic 

residency at VUMC in 2011 and a 

general surgery residency at Emory 

University School of Medicine 

(Atlanta, GA). He completed a fel-

lowship in cardiothoracic research at Crawford Long Hospital 

(Atlanta, GA), and an internship in general surgery at Emory 

University School of Medicine. James received his medical 

degree from Upstate Medical University (Syracuse, NY). He 

attended Dartmouth College (Hanover, NH), earning a bach-

elor of arts in biophysical chemistry.  
 
William “Jim” Phillips, MD 
William “Jim” Phillips joined the 

Department as a Clinical Fellow 

and Instructor in the Division of 

Anesthesiology Critical Care Medi-

cine in July. Jim completed a fel-

lowship in the Pediatric Intensive 

Care Hospitalist Program, as well 

as a residency in emergency medi-
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the Division of Anesthesiology 

Critical Care Medicine in July. Jona-

than completed his residency in 

anesthesiology and earned his 

medical degree at Indiana Univer-

sity School of Medicine 

(Indianapolis, IN). He earned a 

master of science in biology at Purdue University 

(Indianapolis, IN), and earned a bachelor of science in bio-

chemistry & biology at Eastern Mennonite University 

(Harrisonburg, VA). Jonathan is a certified SCUBA diver and 

plays United States Tennis Association League tennis.  
 
Briana Witherspoon, RN  
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He received his medical degree 

from Emory University School of 

Medicine (Atlanta, GA). He was 

awarded a bachelor of science de-

gree in neuroscience & behavioral 

biology and a bachelor of arts de-

gree in chemistry, both from 

Emory University.  

 
Elisabeth Lee, MD 
Elisabeth “Liz” Lee was named  
Assistant Professor in the Division 

of Pediatric Anesthesiology in Au-

gust 2011. She completed an anes-

thesiology residency (2010) and a 

fellowship in pediatric anesthesiol-

ogy (2011) at Vanderbilt. Liz re-

ceived her medical degree from 

University of Florida College of 

Medicine in Gainesville in 2006, 

and graduated from University of South Florida in Tampa in 

2002 with a bachelor of science in biology. 
 
Daniel Lonergan, MD 
Daniel Lonergan was named Assis-

tant Professor in the Division of 

Pain Medicine in July. At that time, 

Dan opened a branch of the Inter-

ventional Pain Center at Cool 

Springs Surgery Center in Franklin, 

Tenn. He completed a residency in 

anesthesiology at VUMC in 2010 

after earning his medical degree at 

St. Louis University School of Med-

icine in St. Louis, Missouri, in 2006. He received a bachelor of 

science degree in neuroscience from Brigham Young Univer-

sity in 2002. Dan and his wife, Katie, are the parents of Tris-

tan, Alicia, Adelaide, and Avery. 

nursing from the University of Texas at Tyler in 2006, and 

completed her master’s degree in nursing at Vanderbilt Uni-

versity School of Nursing. Previously, she worked in the Neu-

ro ICU at VUMC. Briana is married to Ian Witherspoon.  
 
 
 

Tom Austin, MD 
Tom Austin was named Fellow/

Instructor in the Division of Pediat-

ric Anesthesiology in August. He 

completed his residency in anes-

thesiology at VUMC, and complet-

ed a transitional internship at Mayo 

Clinic (Jacksonville, FL). He received 

his medical degree from Vanderbilt 

in 2007. He attended University of 

West Florida (Pensacola, FL), earn-

ing a bachelor of science in chemistry/physics.  
 
Eric Briggs, MD  
Eric Briggs was named Assistant 

Professor of Clinical Anesthesiology 

in the Division of Multispecialty 

Adult Anesthesiology in July. He 

completed a Fellowship in Regional 

Anesthesia and Acute Pain Man-

agement at Vanderbilt in 2011. Eric 

completed an Anesthesiology Resi-

dency at Ochsner Clinical Founda-

tion in New Orleans (2010) and received his medical training 

at Louisiana State University School of Medicine (2006). Prior 

to that, Eric graduated from Louisiana Tech University in 

Ruston, Louisiana, with a bachelor of science in biology in 

2002. Eric is married to Christy Briggs. 
 
Will Costello, MD 
Will Costello was named Assistant Professor of Clinical Anes-

thesiology in the Division of Anesthesiology Critical Care 

have a daughter, Victoria. In his free time, Loren enjoys 

cooking, singing, and playing the French horn.  
 
Patrick Henson, DO 
Patrick Henson was named Clinical 

Fellow/Instructor of Clinical Anes-

thesiology in the Division of Anes-

thesiology Critical Care Medicine in 

October. Patrick completed his 

residency in anesthesiology at 

VUMC in 2010, and completed his 

internship here in 2007. He earned 

his medical degree from Oklahoma 

State University College of Osteo-

pathic Medicine (Tulsa, OK), and earned a bachelor of sci-

ence from University of Texas at Dallas.  
 
Lisa Jaeger, MD 
Lisa Jaeger was named Assistant 

Professor of Clinical Anesthesiolo-

gy in the Division of Multispecialty 

Adult Anesthesiology in August. 

She completed her fellowship in 

regional anesthesia & acute pain 

management at VUMC in 2011 and 

her residency at Henry Ford Hospi-

tal in Detroit in 2010. She also 

completed a general surgery in-

ternship at St. John Hospital & Medical Center in Detroit. She 

earned her medical degree from Medical University of Ohio 

College of Medicine in Toledo. She earned a bachelor of sci-

ence in molecular biology/biology and a bachelor of music in 

music performance from Ohio Northern University (Ada, 

OH). Lisa is married to Shane Spinner and is an accomplished 

musician, specializing in oboe, cello, flute and piano. 
 
Humphrey Lam, MD 
Humphrey Lam was named Clinical Fellow/Instructor in the 

Division of Pediatric Anesthesiology in August, following 

completion of his residency in anesthesiology at Vanderbilt. 

12 13 

Medicine in August, after com-

pleting a fellowship in Critical Care 

Anesthesiology .Will completed his 

residency at Vanderbilt in 2010.  

He earned his medical degree at 

University of Tennessee College of 

Medicine in Memphis. He graduat-

ed from Lipscomb University in 

2002 with a bachelor of arts de-

gree in biology. Will and his wife 

Sarah are the parents of  Spencer, Sullivan and Callum. 
 
Marc Hayes, MD 
Marc Hayes was named Assistant 

Professor of Clinical Anesthesiolo-

gy in the Division of Multispecialty 

Adult Anesthesiology in July. Marc 

completed his residency in anes-

thesiology at VUMC in 2010, and 

he earned his medical degree at 

University of Buffalo School of 

Medicine and Biomedical Science 

in 2006. He graduated from Loyola College in Baltimore with 

a bachelor of science in biology in 2001. Marc is married to 

Josette Bianchi-Hayes. 
 
Loren Hemachandra, MD 
Loren Hemachandra was named 

Instructor in the Division of Multi-

specialty Adult Anesthesiology in 

July, after completing his residency 

in anesthesiology at VUMC. He 

earned his medical degree at Bay-

lor College of Medicine in Houston 

in 2007, and a doctor of jurispru-

dence from University of California 

Hastings College of the Law in San Francisco. He graduated 

from Cornell University with a master of science in computer 

science and Carnegie Mellon University with a bachelor of 

science in Computer Science. Loren and his wife, Lioubov, 
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Amanda Lorinc, MD 
Amanda Lorinc was named Fel-

low/Instructor in the Division of 

Pediatric Anesthesiology in August 

after completing a residency in 

anesthesiology at Vanderbilt. She 

received her medical degree from 

Medical College of Georgia 

(Augusta, GA). Amanda attended 

University of Georgia (Athens, 

GA), earning a bachelor of science in biology.  
 
Tracy McGrane, MD 
Tracy McGrane wasnamed Assis-

tant Professor of Clinical Anesthe-

siology in the Division of Anesthesi-

ology Critical Care Medicine in Oc-

tober. Tracy recently completed a 

fellowship in Critical Care Medi-

cine; she completed her residency 

in anesthesiology in 2010, both at 

Vanderbilt. She received her medi-

cal degree from Mercer University School of Medicine 

(Macon, GA), where she also completed a Masters of Public 

Health degree. She is a graduate of University of Alabama 

(Tuscaloosa, AL), earning a bachelor of science in biology. 
 
Justin Sandall, DO 
Justin Sandall became a Fellow in 

the Division of Anesthesiology 

Critical Care Medicine in July. Jus-

tin completed his residency in an-

esthesiology at VUMC this year. He 

received his medical degree from 

Kansas City University of Medicine 

and Biosciences College of Osteo-

pathic Medicine (Kansas City, MO). 

He is a 2001 graduate of Kansas State University (Manhattan, 

KS), earning a bachelor of science degree in life science.  
 

Jessica Wolin, MD 
Jessica Wolin was named Assistant 

Professor of Clinical Anesthesiology in 

the Division of Multispecialty Adult 

Anesthesiology, on a per diem basis in 

July. Jessica completed a fellowship in 

obstetric anesthesia at VUMC this 

year. Previously, she completed a fel-

lowship in neuroanesthesia & regional 

anesthesia at Mayo Clinic. She com-

pleted a residency in anesthesiology at Yale University School of 

Medicine and a residency in anesthesiology at University of Con-

necticut School of Medicine (Farmington, CT). Jessica completed 

a transitional internship at Kalamazoo Center for Medical Stud-

ies. She received her medical degree from University of Texas 

Health Science Center (San Antonio, TX). 

14 15 

Martha Jane “Janie” Smith, MD 
Martha Jane “Janie” Smith was 

named a Fellow in Interventional 

Pain in the Division of Pain Medi-

cine in July. She is also an Assistant 

Professor in the Division of Multi-

specialty Adult Anesthesiology. 

Janie completed her anesthesiology 

residency and an internship at Rush 

University Medical Center (Chicago, IL). She received her medi-

cal degree from University of Tennessee College of Medicine 

(Memphis). Janie attended Tennessee Tech University 

(Cookeville, TN), earning a bachelor of science in biochemistry. 
 
David Todd, MD 
David Todd was named Assistant 

Professor of Anesthesiology in the 

Division of Pain Medicine in July. 

David completed his fellowship in 

interventional pain management in 

2011, and his residency in 2010, 

both at Vanderbilt. He received his 

medical degree from University of 

Texas Southwestern at Dallas. He is 

a graduate of Ohio State University, 

earning a bachelor of science in biology. 
 
Sheena (Howson) Weaver, MD 
Sheena (Howson) Weaver has 

been named Assistant Professor of 

Clinical Anesthesiology in the Divi-

sion of Anesthesiology Critical Care 

Medicine. Sheena completed a fel-

lowship in critical care medicine, 

and a residency in anesthesiology in 

2010, both at VUMC. She received 

her medical degree from Case West-

ern Reserve University School of Medicine (Cleveland, OH). She 

attended Baldwin-Wallace College (Berea, OH), earning a bach-

elor of science in biology. 

 
Professional Faculty/Staff Portraits 
Please note, if you are a 

new member of the  
Department of  
Anesthesiology and 

have not yet scheduled 

a professional portrait, 

please contact your Di-

vision’s administrative 

assistant to determine 

if you are eligible for a portrait. Your AA will have all 

necessary information to schedule your on-campus 

portrait.  

Please send us your news to share with other Vanderbilt alumni and faculty. News can include 

personal news, accomplishments and achievements. In addition, send us your mailing address, e-mail 

address and other current contact information so we can keep you updated on all the latest news and 

upcoming events.  
 

Please send news via e-mail to Communications/

Marketing Coordinator Jill Clendening at: 

jill.clendening@vanderbilt.edu , by calling 

615-322-4841 or by mail to: 

Department of Anesthesiology, 

1211 21st Avenue South 

701 Medical Arts Building 

Nashville, TN 37212 

Calling all Alumni! 

Angela Brown is Program Coordinator for Alumni 

Affairs for the Department of Anesthesiology 

 
Please contact Angela directly via e-mail at: 

angela.brown@vanderbilt.edu or by calling 

615 343-6236 with any questions you might have 

regarding alumni activities and information. 
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angela.brown@vanderbilt.edu or by calling 

615 343-6236 with any questions you might have 

regarding alumni activities and information. 
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October’s VIA Ranch Party & Fundraiser at the home of Dr. James and Sylvia Blair 

was a resounding success, with mouth-watering barbecue, great music, and in-

credible silent and live auctions, complete with a talented auctioneer. Most im-

portantly, over $24,500 was raised for Vanderbilt International Anesthesia, with 

more than $20,000 coming from auction items, and about $4,000 coming from 

door & online donations. Kudos to our residents and administrative staff for a well

-organized event that was fun for all ages.  Special thanks for Dr. Michael Pilla, and his 

wife, Dr. Uyen Tran, for capturing incredible photos throughout the event. Of particular 

note was the adorable bumper crop of young ones, as seen in these images.  

VIA Ranch Party & Fundraiser:  
It just keeps getting better 

Our Gracious hosts: Sylvia and Dr. James Blair 
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Vanderbilt Anesthesiologists Dr. Shannon Kilkelly, and 

Dr. Paul Reynolds are set to lead Team Vander-stache 

on to sure victory — or at least to dramatically re-
defined facial hair — during participation in the annual 

Men of Movember global movement to raise aware-

ness of and money for men’s health concerns, primari-

ly testicular and prostate cancer. Men who choose to 

participate pledge to grow a moustache for the entire 

month of November, all the while gathering pledges 

from friends, family and often those who are secretly 

envious of their prominent, yet silent displays of man-

liness.  
 
The movement started approximately five years ago in 

Australia (Mo is Australian slang for moustache), and 

has since spread to western Europe, South and Central 

America, Mexico (though not many noticed a difference), the United States and Canada. The Movember Foundation is 

affiliated with the Prostate Cancer Foundation and Livestrong, and has a 501(c)(3) non-profit charity status. Movember 

has raised millions of dollars for prostate and testicular cancer research. 
 
The Department of Anesthesiology’s efforts began three years ago with just Dr. Shannon Kilkelly participating. Last year, 

34 fantastically mustachioed participants raised more than $4,000 for the cause. Last year’s top fundraiser was Dr. Chris 

Sobey, who accounted for a little over 25% of the total money raised. The Most Awesome Mustache Award was won by 

CNRA Jeff Ford. To participate,  go to http://mobro.co/vanderbilt, click on the black “JOIN MY TEAM” button towards the 

bottom right, and you will be all ready to set up your personal mobro page and start collecting donations. You can also 

donate online by visiting the same site. If you have any questions, contact Dr. Kilkelly or Dr. Paul Reynolds.  
 
This year’s goal is simple: to break last year’s total by as much as possible. Assuming Dr. Sobey can once again raise a sum 

greater than the annual GNP of most developing nations, this will be a very reachable goal.  First Prize, awarded to the 

top fundraiser, will be dinner for two, generously donated by Flyte restaurant and wine bar. Second Prize, for the Most 

Awesome Mustache, will be determined by ballot of all team members and will consist of a can of moustache wax, a t-
shirt, and bragging rights for the next 11 months. 
 

18 19 

Mark Calendars — Holidays are Near! 
Support Our Men of Movember 
With Money or Moustaches Mark Calendars — Holidays are Near!

Last year’s manly Men of Movember participants representing the  
Department of Anesthesiology on the day of judgment.  

Mark Calendars — Holidays are Near!

http://mobro.co/vanderbilt
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What do plasma beta-endorphin levels reveal about endoge-

nous opioid analgesic function? European Journal of Pain. 

Items listed in the Department Update are self-reported by Division Chiefs and all department members, and any omission is 

not intentional. Items include all activities by department members since the last published newsletter. If you have an activity 

or accomplishment to be listed, please email information to Jill Clendening, jill.clendening@vanderbilt.edu. Monthly e-mail 

reminders are sent requesting these updates.  

rine Dobie, Raj Gupta, Marc Hayes, Patrick Henson, Mary 

Jane Smith and Ram Sripada. Among the staff, Margaret-Ann 

Koontz was recognized for 20 years of service, Kristie Lee as 

honored for 15 years of service, and Mark Stevens and Ronan 

Walker have both reached the five year milestone. 

 Anesthesia techs represented Vanderbilt well at ASA, giving 

presentations for their association, the American Society of 

Anesthesia Technologists &Technicians. Anesthesia Technician 

Manager/Educator Sue Christian received two awards:  the 

“Region 3 Education Award and the “Science and Technology 

Award” for her outstanding work in educating anesthesia techs. 

 

 Kevin Currie, PhD, presented an invited seminar, “Regulation 

of Calcium Channels and Neuroendocrine Hormone Release,” 

at the National Institutes of Health National Institute of Envi-

ronmental Health Sciences (NIEHS). 

 Dr. Jesse Ehrenfeld presented two talks and three posters at 

the International Congress of the Israel Society of Anesthesiol-

ogists in Tel Aviv in mid-September.  

 Dr. Stephen Hays led a session on “Pharmacologic Pediatric 

Pain Management” at the Pediatric Urology Multidisciplinary 

 Bowens C Jr, Briggs ER, Malchow RJ. Brachial plexus entrap-
ment of interscalene nerve catheter after uncomplicated ultra-
sound-guided placement. Pain Medicine (Malden, Mass.) 2011 
Jul;12(7):1117-20. PMID: 21699651. 

 Malchow R, Jaeger L, Lam H. Rectus sheath catheters for con-

tinuous analgesia after laparotomy-without postoperative 

opioid use. Pain Medicine (Malden, Mass.) 2011 Jul;12(7):1124

-9. PMID: 21692972. 

 Austin, T.M., and E. Delpire. Inhibition of KCC2 in mouse spi-
nal cord neurons leads to hyper-sensitivity to thermal stimula-
tion. Anesth. Analg. E-pub ahead of print 

 Bruehl, S., Burns, J.W., Chung, O.Y., Chont, M.  (2011). Inter-
acting effects of trait anger and acute anger arousal on pain: 
the role of endogenous opioids.  Psychosomatic Medicine, 73, 
612-619. 

 Bruehl, S., Burns, J.W., Chung, O.Y., Chont, M.  (in press).  
20 21 

 Jerod Denton, PhD, has had a high-throughput screen for the 

astroglial potassium channel Kir4.1 accepted into the NIH Mo-

lecular Libraries program. The lab will receive a >300,000 com-

pound screen and medicinal chemistry support. Dr. Dan Lon-

ergan will join Dr. Denton on this project.  

 Dr. Jesse Ehrenfeld has received the APSF/Covidien Research 

Award for his research “Enhancing Perioperative Safety 

Through the Determination of Intraoperative Predictors of 

Post-Operative Deterioration.” His project was also awarded 

The Doctors Company Foundation Ann S. Lofsky, MD Research 

Award, which consists of an additional unrestricted $5,000. 

 Dr. Randy Malchow recently served on the Peer Review Panel 

for Pain Management for the Congressionally Directed Medi-

cal Research Program (CDMRP) and the Department of De-

fense. The CDMRP directed more than $250 million worth of 

research funding to worthy proposals, usually multi-center 

projects over four years. The process involved reviewing multi-
million dollar grant proposals for two months, then partici-

pating in a two-day review panel . 

 Drs. Lee Parmley,Arna Banerjee and Nathan Ashby of the 

Division of Anesthesiology Critical Care Medicine have re-

ceived secondary appointments in the School of Nursing.  

 Several individuals reached milestones of service this year. 

Having such longevity in our Department speaks volumes! 

Among the faculty, CRNA Chief Steve Blanks was recognized 

for 35 years of service. Dr. Shannon Hersey was recognized for 

25 years at VUMC. Those reaching the 20-year milestone are 

Robert Atwood, Raymond Johnson, and Dr. Benjamin John-

son. At 15 years are Drs. Arna Banerjee, Susan Calderwood, 

Brian Donahue, Jane Easdown, Mias Pretorius, and Paul St. 

Jacques. At 10 years of service are Stephen Bruehl, PhD, and 

Drs. Shannon Kilkelly, Ira Landsman, James Ramsey and 

Vidya Rao. Marking their five years at VUMC are Drs. Kathe-

 Eric Delpire, PhD, has received a four-year NIH RO1 grant re-

newal for $1 million for his research:  Kinases in Ion Co-
Transporter Function. 

 Steve Bruehl, PhD, has received a new, five-year NIH RO1 

grant titled: “Predictors of Opioid Analgesic Responsiveness 

and Common Endogenous Opioid Mechanisms.” Dr. Bruehl is 

the Co-PI with Dr. John Burns at Rush University in Chicago. 

Conference at Vanderbilt on October 12th. 

 Jinlong Ding, graduate student in Molecular Physiology and 

Biophysics from the lab of Eric Delpire, PhD, received a $500 

Travel Award to Experimental Biology (San Diego, April 2012). 

The award was given for best poster presentation at the 3rd 

Annual meeting of the Tennessee Physiological Society. 

 Drs. Randy Malchow and Raj Gupta conducted a Baylor Med-

ical Center Regional Anesthesia Workshop in October, includ-

ing four lectures and hands-on training. 

 Anesthesiology research nurses Donna Nelson and Elizabeth 

Card presented posters on hyperalgesia and undetected hy-

poxia at the inaugural International Conference for PeriAnes-

thesia Nurses in Toronto, Canada in October. Nelson and Card 

also presented a poster on the implementation of the CAM-
ICU in the PACUs at Oktoberfest at VUMC . The local event 

was sponsored by the Department of Nursing Education. 

 Eric Delpire, PhD, was invited to chair a session and talk at 

the International Conference on Hydration and Cell Volume 

Regulation, in Tubingen, Germany, in early September. 

 Stephen Bruehl, PhD, was invited to present at a workshop 

entitled “Pathways Towards Evidence-Based Personalized 

Analgesic Medication” held by the National Institute of Drug 

Abuse/NIH, Bethesda, MD on September 14.  His talk was: 

“Endogenous opioid antinociceptive function as a determi-

nant of exogenous opioid responsiveness.” 

New Baby Laws 

Suzette Laws, Manager of the Office of 

the Chair, and her husband Tyrone, 

welcomed their son, Colston on Sep-

tember 23. He was born at Vanderbilt 

University Medical Center at 3:03 am, 

and weighted 8 pounds, 10 ounces and 

was 20.5 inches long. Colston joins his 

older sisters, Eva and Mykala.  

VUMC’s Biggest Hockey Fan Gets Surprise 

Anesthesia Tech Julie Kapelan thought she was being called on the 

carpet when her boss, Sue Christian, summoned her for an unex-

pected meeting before her shift. Julie, who is a rabid Predators’ 

fan, was actually having her season’s tickets personally delivered 

to her by star Goalie Pekka Rinne (yes, the player who just signed a 

seven-year, $49 million 

contract) and Defenseman 

Shea Weber. Julie also got 

hugs from both Predators. 

The Preds pick a few lucky 

fans each year to surprise 

by having top players de-

liver their season tickets. 
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The American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Annual Meeting in Chicago was awash in 
an impressive sea of gold and black as 
Vanderbilt’s Anesthesiology Department 
was well represented in all areas of schol-
arly research and education, as demon-
strated by the numerous presentations 
given by faculty and residents during the 
October sessions.  

The Department’s leadership in more than 
144 activities during the meeting included: 

 One mini-symposium 
 One round table discussion 
 Three clinical forums 
 Four refresher courses 
 Four oral presentations 

 Seven panel discussions 
 11 problem-based learning discussions 
 26 poster presentations/discussions 
 39 medically challenging case presen-

tations 
 41 workshops  

Congratulations to all who participated in 
the Annual Meeting, as well as other ancil-
lary meetings also in Chicago. Next year’s 
ASA Annual Meeting is October 13-17, 
2012, in Washington, D.C., and the time to 
begin thinking about ways to participate 
and contribute is now! 

For photographs and other news from the 
Chicago meetings, please turn to pages  
2-3.  

Annual Meeting Involvement Expansive 

Stephanie Bouvier, MD, was among the 

many residents who participated in the 

ASA Annual Meeting.  

Annual Picnic is Day of Fun 
for Families & Friends 
 

Anesthesiology Department members and their  
families ventured out to sprawling Camp Widjiwagen 

on the shores of Percy Priest Lake to enjoy a day of 

great barbeque & ice cream, thrilling slides down a zip 

line, swimming, relaxing pontoon boat rides on the 

lake, and fellowship. A crowd of over 200 found more 

than enough to do on the mild, but sunny day.  

Check out more pictures from the day’s festivities on 

pages 4-5.  Many in the crowd at the Annual Picnic sported creative face paintings.   

It’s the time of the year for self-nominating or nominating a colleague for an award or an appointment to a role of significance in 
our specialty.  
National Opportunities 
 Beginning November 15, the American Society of Anesthesiologists is accepting nominations for 2013 committee memberships 

and committee chair positions. Sitting committee members, as well as adjunct members, whose terms expire in October 2012 
must reapply in order to be considered for appointment. ASA members can self nominate or nominate others. Forms will be on 
the For Members section of the ASA website, and nominations will be accepted through January 15, 2012.  

 The Anesthesia Patient Safety Foundation is seeking applications for the Patient Safety Investigator Career Development 
Award Program. In this initial, proof-of-concept RFA, the APSF seeks to fund one ($150,000 over two years) Patient Safety Ca-
reer Development Award (PSCDA) to the sponsoring institution of a highly promising new patient safety scientist. Visit the 
APSF website at www.apsf.org to download the application. The deadline is December 31, 2011. 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Please note of the call for nominations for the following 2012 VUMC Academic Enterprise Faculty Awards: 
The Vanderbilt University School of Medicine Awards in Teaching 
The Vanderbilt University Medical Center Awards in Research for School of Medicine and School of Nursing faculty 
Award recipients are nominated by faculty colleagues and chosen by 2012 VUMC Academic Enterprise Faculty Awards Selection 
Committees. The nomination package must include: 

• A letter of nomination (typically from department chair/center director, but may be submitted by other colleagues, as well) 
• Three supporting letters from colleagues 
• For the School of Medicine Teaching Awards, additional supporting letters from fellows, residents and students (letters from 
individuals previously trained by the nominee are not required, but are strongly encouraged) 
 A current CV 

The categories of recognition are cycled by even and odd years. For year 2012, the categories of recognition are: 
VUMC Research Awards (4) 

• Stanley Cohen Research Award – For Research Bridging Diverse Disciplines, such as Chemistry or Physics, to Solve Biology’s 
Most Important Questions; 
• John H. Exton Research Award – For Research Leading to Innovative Biological Concepts; 
• Grant W. Liddle Research Award – For Outstanding Contributions in Clinical Research; 
• Charles R. Park Research Award – For Basic Research Revealing Insights into Physiology and Pathophysiology 

School of Medicine Teaching Awards (4) 
• Robert D. Collins Teaching Award - For Teaching Medical or Graduate Students or Practicing Physicians in the Lecture Setting; 
• Elaine Sanders-Bush Teaching Award - For Mentoring Graduate and/or Medical Students in the Research Setting; 
• Jacek Hawiger Teaching Award - For Teaching Graduate Students and Postdoctoral Fellows in the Classroom, Lecture, or 
Small Group Setting; and 
• R. Michael Rodriguez Teaching Award - For Teaching Medical Students, Residents, and/or Fellows in the Clinical Setting 

The deadline for nominations is Jan. 16, 2012. 
VUMC Research Award nominations should be submitted electronically, as a PDF file, to the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 
Office, in care of Danielle Certa at danielle.certa@vanderbilt.edu.School of Medicine Teaching Award nominations should be sub-
mitted electronically, as a PDF file, to the School of Medicine's Office of Faculty Affairs, in care of Auda Hutto at au-
da.hutto@vanderbilt.edu. 

Answer Call for Nominations & Awards — Locally & Nationally 




